HEXHAM

mist to lift the Scots took it as a portent and left Hexham
untouched.

In the twelfth century, Hexham had a renaissance, for the
Archbishop of York made it into a Priory for the Austin Canons,
who held it until 1536.    The present magnificent Abbey
Church, whose great transept is regarded as one of the finest
examples of Early Gothic in the country, is their work.   Little
remains of the monastic buildings, though one is reminded of
their former existence by the broad night-stair from the canons*
dormitory into the transept.   The canons had built a gate-
house and a precinct wall to enclose their Priory, but this did
not save them from the fury of the Scots in 1296.  In that year,
after destroying Lanercost, the Scots attacked Hexham and
amid scenes of appalling savagery, burnt the Priory, carried off
its treasures and destroyed its library.   After this disaster only
three canons were brave enough to return.   The following
year another Scottish force under William Wallace appeared
in Hexham.   His followers broke into the sanctuary and de-
manded, on pain of death, that the canons should hand over
their treasures.  To this a canon boldly replied that the Scots,
if anybody, should know where their treasures were.   Wallace
himself entered the church at this moment and, calming his
men, asked for Mass to be said.  Even the presence of Wallace,
however, did not prevent the Communion plate from being
stolen during the service.   These years of hardship continued
until the battle of Neville's Cross in 1346 brought peace to the
north.

By the reign of Henry VIII, Hexham Priory had an income
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